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January 14, 2025

Senator Chuck Schumer
Minority Leader

United States Senate

322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator John Thune

Majority Leader

United States Senate

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Richard Durbin

Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Chuck Grassley

Chairman

U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Oppose the Confirmation of Pam Bondi as U.S. Attorney General

Dear Majority Leader Thune, Minority Leader Schumer, Chairman Grassley and Ranking
Member Durbin:

On behalf of the National Council of Asian Pacific Americans (NCAPA), a national
coalition of 43 Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (AANHPI)
organizations with a network spanning across the United States, we write to strongly
urge you to reject the nomination of Pam Bondi as Attorney General. We are gravely
concerned regarding Ms. Bondi’s lack of qualifications to lead the U.S. Department of
Justice given her history of voter suppression, especially against immigrant
communities and communities of color.

As the potential future leader of the U.S. Department of Justice, Ms. Bondi would be
tasked with heading an agency responsible for protecting the civil rights of all people in
the United States and upholding the foundational principle of this country of equal
justice for all, including the protection of voting rights and enforcing such applicable
laws. We are concerned about Ms. Bondi’s past statements promoting false claims of
ballot fraud, and the actions she took to push false claims about the results of the 2020
election. We also note her subsequent ties to voting rights and election related
lawsuits, some of which focused on local counties predominantly consisting of
communities of color and immigrants. For example, during her tenure as litigation chair
of the America First Policy Institute (AFPI), the institute filed five lawsuits focused on
voter suppression in 2024 alone.?

Ms. Bondi’s stances against immigrant communities and the constitutionally protected
right to vote are well documented in AFPI letters authored by Ms. Bondi to state
officials.? It is especially troubling that such anti-immigrant rhetoric within the content
of such accompanying letters were sent under the guise of ensuring enforcement of the
National Voter Registration Act. We are further disturbed by AFPI’s accompanying
statement that providing multilingual individuals access to voting is directly tied to
individuals’ immigration status as noncitizens.? Such discriminatory rhetoric to prevent
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and prohibit access to voting are in direct conflict with Sec. 203 of the Voting Rights Act which requires
certain counties and jurisdictions to ensure bilingual voting assistance in communities with large
populations of individuals with Limited English Proficiency (LEP). As the prospective Attorney General,
Ms. Bondi will lead an agency trusted to protect our civil liberties such as through the work of the
Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division which includes informing, assisting, and enforcing in areas
including Language Minority Voting Rights. Such letters and involvement are in direct conflict with the
responsibilities and the expectations of the incoming Attorney General.

Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders are the fastest growing racial demographic with
over 24 million individuals across the nation and have grown to become the fastest growing voter bloc.*
As the largest and fastest growing demographic group in the country, AANHPIs are expected to grow
beyond 46 million by the year 2060.> Our communities are not a monolith — we are comprised of over 50
ethnicities speaking more than 100 different languages and dialects. Given our community's
participation in the electoral process, we will look to the U.S. Department of Justice and its enforcement
authority guaranteeing language minority provisions and protections. Sec. 203 of the Voting Rights Act
prohibits discrimination on the basis of language to ensure that individuals with LEP are not excluded
from participating in the electoral process.® Under Sec. 203, 53 Asian American populations located
throughout 32 counties, boroughs, census areas or cities are covered and require that language groups
are provided with bilingual voting assistance.” After a thorough review of Ms. Bondi’s affiliations,
statements and actions, we remain deeply concerned regarding her lack of qualifications to lead and
inability to enforce such applicable laws and policies designed to protect rather than prohibit voter
participation. The leader of the Department of Justice should remain independent and committed to
protecting civil rights. If Ms. Bondi’s nomination moves forward, we believe she will lead efforts to
undermine and roll back such individual rights.

The individual trusted to lead the Department of Justice should defend democracy through equal justice
- including racial, gender, disability, ethnic, religious, immigrant, LGBTQIA+ justice and ending race-
based violence, ensuring the integrity and independence of the agency and enforcing the
constitutionally protected rights of all Americans. We urge Senators to carefully scrutinize Ms. Bondi’s
record fighting against communities rather than fighting for democracy in which communities can
participate in - this includes insisting on full FBI related background checks. We thank you for your
consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

The National Council of Asian Pacific Americans (NCAPA)

1 https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/pam-bondis-recent-history-troubling-doj
2 https://americafirstpolicy.com/issues/afpi-demands-states-enforce-law-against-non-citizen-voting

3 Ibid.

4 https://apiavote.org/wp-content/uploads/Combined-AAPI-Voter-State-Fact-Sheets-2024.pdf



https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/pam-bondis-recent-history-troubling-doj
https://americafirstpolicy.com/issues/afpi-demands-states-enforce-law-against-non-citizen-voting
https://apiavote.org/wp-content/uploads/Combined-AAPI-Voter-State-Fact-Sheets-2024.pdf

5 https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/
5 pub. L. 109-246, §2, July 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 577

7 https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.orq/sites/default/files/2021-
12/Advancing%20Justice%20203%20Factsheet%202021%20determinations.pdf



https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/
https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/sites/default/files/2021-12/Advancing%20Justice%20203%20Factsheet%202021%20determinations.pdf
https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/sites/default/files/2021-12/Advancing%20Justice%20203%20Factsheet%202021%20determinations.pdf

